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EDWARDSVILLE TOWNSHIP APPROVES ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS FOR LOCAL RESIDENTS 

Programs provide Emergency and General Assistance to struggling neighbors 

 
Edwardsville, IL – December 11, 2013:  At the last Edwardsville Township Board meeting, Trustees 
unanimously approved the formalization of Edwardsville Township’s General Assistance and Emergency 
Assistance Programs to meet the guidelines established by the Township Supervisors of Illinois.      

According to Frank Miles, Edwardsville Township Supervisor, “General Assistance, otherwise known as GA, is 
a social service program similar to programs offered by the Illinois Department of Human Services.  The GA 
program provides financial assistance to provide for the very basic needs such as food, rent, and utility help to 
individuals who have no other means of income through a monthly amount of assistance”.  Edwardsville 
Township has been offering the program for a number of years but had not formalized the policies and 
procedures to properly administer the program within Madison County. 
 
Miles said, “Anyone who resides within Edwardsville Township can apply for the program; however, the 
majority of eligible applicants who receive ongoing assistance are single.  The amount of aid, as determined by 
the recent ordinance, is $245 a month for a single person.”  Although most of Edwardsville Township’s current 
recipients are single, families are also eligible to apply.  Assistance amounts available for a family are higher 
and are determined as a part of the application process based on the number in the family and income 
guidelines. Funds to administer these programs come through the Township’s GA funds.   
 
“During this period of cutbacks, when other assistance programs, like the Federal Government’s Supplemental 
Nutritional Assistance Program, or SNAP, are being reduced, Edwardsville Township is fortunate to be able to 
provide a consistent program to our neighbors in need,” said Supervisor Miles, who was elected Township 
Supervisor in April 2013.  
 
Miles said, “These kinds of programs have been available through Township governments throughout Illinois 
for many years and it’s my intention to make these services more widely known in our area.” Miles has already 
met with the leadership of the Glen-Ed Food Pantry to help coordinate their efforts. “The leaders at the Pantry 
are telling me that they are seeing more and more people come in for assistance - moms, dads and kids – 
people they have not seen before. During this time of year, times are especially tough on families in our 
community. We aim to provide a safety net, along with our other partners, to those who truly need assistance.” 
 
Miles said that earlier in November because of federal budget cuts, 47 million Americans were hit by cuts in the 
SNAP or food stamp program, the cutbacks amount to the loss of 21 meals a month for a family of four.  
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“The most vulnerable and the hardest hit are the elderly and those with disabilities, according to the Center on 
Budget and Policy Priorities. There are over 2 million Illinois residents who had benefits cut under this 
program.” Miles also noted that according to Voices For Children, a not for profit that advocates on behalf of 
children, one in four Illinois children under the age of 5 live in poverty. “While we don’t think of our community 
as one with a lot of poverty, there are those out there who are in need of these services.”     

 
The GA Program in Edwardsville Township is not the “end all be all” welfare assistance program for those who 
need it. Miles said, “In addition to offering direct financial assistance, one of the unique benefits of GA is the 
opportunity for recipients to enhance job skills through our work program.”  Miles continued by saying that most 
GA recipients are required to be placed in various work programs, which require a minimum number of hours 
of work for the benefits received.  These work-placements may be in various functions supporting the township 
or other partner agencies and are designed to enhance job skills. “So we offer a hand up and not a hand out.” 
 
In addition to GA, Miles said that the Township also provides an Emergency Assistance program, known as 
EA.  “This program provides one-time emergency aid to those who meet the financial requirements under the 
state and federal government’s Low Income Heating and Energy Assistance Program or LIHEAP.  This 
program is especially designed to assist those impacted by unexpected circumstances, such as a utility 
disconnect or a family disaster like a fire and is available to recipients only once within a twelve month period”.      
 
General Assistance and Emergency Assistance must be applied for through the Township Supervisor’s office, 
and applications take approximately 30 days to process once a completed package is submitted.  Potential 
applicants may contact the Township offices for an application, and Township personnel are available to assist 
applicants in understanding the application process. Proof of residency, income and other documentation is 
required.  
 
Edwardsville Township is comprised of the City of Edwardsville, Village of Glen Carbon and unincorporated 
areas just outside of these two municipalities.    The Township Supervisor’s office is located at 300 West Park 
in Edwardsville and is open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Monday and Friday and from 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.   

 
Edwardsville Township is one of the oldest townships originally established in Illinois, tracing its roots to the 
1800’s as one of the region’s oldest governments. Township Supervisor Frank Miles recently began his term 
and is committed to providing residents with information about services and programs available through 
Edwardsville Township.  Learn more about Edwardsville Township online at 

http://townships.toi.org/edwardsvilletownship/  or contact the Township Offices by phone at 618-656-0292.  
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