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EDWARDSVILLE TOWNSHIP RECAPS YEAR 
 

Strides made in transparency, service programs, and improvements at Township Park 
 

Edwardsville, Illinois – June 1, 2015.  As Edwardsville Township began its new fiscal year in April, 
Edwardsville Township Supervisor Frank Miles reviewed the accomplishments of the Board at the May 
26, 2015 meeting of the Edwardsville Township Board of Trustees. 
 
“We have made great progress attaining the goals we set for ourselves,” said Supervisor Miles.  “There 
is more exciting things to come.” 
 
The Township has continued to address the modernization of its administration of Township services.  
The Highway Commissioner is now a part-time elected official after the retirement last June of Hal 
Henschen.  “The Board approved the appointment of Trustee Danny Picarella as Highway 
Commissioner, who followed suit as we did with the Supervisor and Clerk positions in making this 
position a part-time elected position with no pension or other benefits,” said Supervisor Miles. 
 
The Township has continued its partnership with the Public Administration and Policy Analysis 
Department at SIUE to offer internships.  One project developed by an intern was the new township 
website, www.edwardsvilletownship.com, which allows the Township to be easily transparent to its 
taxpayers.  “Residents can find all information related to township government on our website – 
agendas, meeting packets, minutes, expenditures, budgets, and tax levies.  We aim to reach 100% 
citizen transparency following government standards and requirements,” said Supervisor Miles. 
 
Regarding facilities, the Township has also adopted an ADA Transition Plan as required by the 
Americans with Disabilities Act which addresses accessibility deficiencies within Township facilities and 
provides a timeline for remediation.  The Township also has issued an RFP for Redevelopment of its 
properties located at 300 W Park and 216 Crane Street, as recommended by the Facility Planning 
Committee convened earlier this year.  After closing the Hays Mallory Community Building located at 
216 Crane Street, the Township was able to donate several items of historical significance to the 
Madison County Historical Society. 
 
Working with the Illinois Department of Labor, the Township reviewed several employee safety and 
compliance policies and programs and installed new equipment to ensure compliance with various 
OSHA standards.  The Township also partnered with Edwardsville High School to offer a logo design 
contest to EHS students to design a new Township logo.  The Township Board selected a logo featuring 
the A-7 Corsair on display at Edwardsville Township Community Park. 
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 “Remaining fiscally responsible to our taxpayers is another priority we set at the beginning of our 
term of office, and we took several steps this past year to attain this,” continued Supervisor Miles. 
 
In December the Township reduced its tax levy by almost $11,000, resulting in an approximate 4% 
reduction in the Township’s tax rate.  “This savings was found by diligently managing the budget 
while creating a good foundation for the future by budgeting for capital expenses in a Capital 
Development Fund which will be funded by cash reserves.  This will strengthen our financial position 
as we prepare to address capital building issues mainly in rebuilding the infrastructure at Township 
Park,” said Supervisor Miles. 
 
In April the Township adopted its 2015-16 Budget and Appropriations Ordinance, which was a 14% 
reduction in overall spending and established two special funds – the Capital Development Fund and 
Accrued Time Fund.  “These new funds were recommended by the Financial Services Committee 
and will fund planned important improvements at the Park, as well as establish a reserve for 
unanticipated repairs that may be required going forward,” continued Supervisor Miles. 
 
Finally regarding fiscal responsibility, the Township implemented the financial policies and 
recommendations set forth by the Financial Services Committee, which convened last year.  “These 
policies included an Accounts Payable Policy, a Fund Balance Policy, a Capital Asset Policy, an 
Investment Policy, and a Credit Card Use and Access Policy.  The Township has completed and 
implemented these polices as well as the recommendation to utilize a third party payroll provider and 
to issue an RFP for audit services,” Supervisor Miles concluded. 
 
The Township also greatly improved the programs and services provided to Township residents.  “We 
have continued to increase awareness of our programs with partnerships established with the 
Riverbend Head Start, the Main Street Community Center, the Glen Carbon Senior Center, and the 
SW Area Agency on Aging,” noted Supervisor Miles. 
 
The Township renewed and increased its support of the Main Street Community Center with a service 
agreement to support the Center’s Meals on Wheels Program and congregate meals offered at the 
Center and, new this year, to sponsor a Lunch and Learn Series.  “In addition, our Community 
Outreach Coordinator now has regular onsite hours at the Center to assist seniors with our programs 
and other programs available through the state of Illinois,” remarked Supervisor Miles. 
 
As an intake office for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP), the Township 
accepted 242 applications for energy assistance.  As another service, we assist residents with 
applications for the Benefit Access Program (formerly Circuit Breaker).  “This past year we assisted 
with 93 applications – a 78% increase from last year!” said Supervisor Miles. 
 
“Finally, the most important assistance program we provide is our General Assistance and 
Emergency Assistance programs.  This year we processed 41 applications, a 63% increase over the 
previous year.  We attribute this to the direct approach we have taken with providing information 
about this program to area churches and social service agencies,” said Supervisor Miles.  “To further 
this coordination, the Township is hosting a Social Service Safety Net Forum on June 5 in partnership 
with the Glen Ed Ministerial Alliance.  This forum will present the opportunity for area service 
organizations and churches to meet and share information about the services they provide, which will 
result in better coordination of care for the clients we serve.” 
 
The Robert C. Stille Edwardsville Township Community Park continues to be the most visible service 
offered by the Township.  “We have made several improvements to the Park this year and have many 
more slated for next year,” said Supervisor Miles. 
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With a grant from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources Youth Work Corp Program, the 
Township was able to employ five youths and one supervisor in the park for a seasonal maintenance 
program last summer.  These employees painted the entire perimeter fence, the tennis court fence, 
all eight pavilions and both bathroom facilities. 
 
With the help of Highway Commissioner Picarella, the Township was able to resurface the tennis 
courts at half the cost of contracting out the repair work.  The Township also received four new tennis 
nets from the manufacturer of the resurfacing product as well.  “The tennis courts were also restriped 
and four pickelball courts were striped as well.  The courts look better now than ever and we plan to 
rededicate the courts in the near future,” said Supervisor Miles. 
 
In June the Township rededicated the Susan Ann Stille Youth Memorial and dedicated a tree in honor 
of former Township Supervisor Robert C. Stille.  “Many families were able to join us in the park for 
this service, including many family members of the youth who are named on the monument.  This 
year, sadly, we have added three names to the monument,” said Supervisor Miles. 
 
A highlight this past year came when the Boundless Playground was awarded the 2014 Governor’s 
Cup at the 32nd Annual Governor’s Hometown Award Ceremony.  The Governor’s Cup recognizes the 
state’s top community volunteer effort.  The Boundless Playground was a signature project of the 
Junior Service club of Edwardsville and Glen Carbon, who raised more than $382,000 from private 
donations, non-profit organizations, and county grants; secured more than $63,800 in donated 
materials and services, and coordinated over six hundred community volunteers over the four-year 
project.  The Governor’s Cup has been displayed at several organizations who helped make the 
project a reality. 
 
Regarding future infrastructure improvements, the Township has several projects in the works.  The 
Township applied for and received funding from the Metro East Park and Recreation District for an all 
season pre-fabricated restroom facility.  Construction is underway at the park as the Township 
extends utility lines to the site.  Installation of the facility is expected in August.  With this construction 
we are looking at extending electrical services to the remaining two pavilions on the east side of the 
park and installing a utility connection box to be used for events and other activities in the park. 
 
The Township also received funding from Madison County and the Illinois Clean Energy Community 
Foundation for a solar project at the park.  This project will install a 3kW solar, panel, a dual PEV 
charger, solar powered spot lights, and a personal electronic device charger.  The solar panel and 
PEV charger will be located near the new pre-fabricated restroom facility and installation is being 
coordinated with that project.  “In fact,” said Supervisor Miles, “the solar panel will directly provide 
energy to the new bathroom facility!” 
 
This coming year the Township must address ADA accessibility issues in the park.  The Township 
has received funding from the Madison County Park Enhancement Program and the Madison County 
Environmental Sustainability Program to renovate the front bathroom for ADA accessibility.  The 
project will reconfigure the existing facility and will install new energy efficient fixtures.  This project is 
anticipated to begin in October. 
 
The Rotary Club of Edwardsville is concluding construction on their Airplane Park Playground with the 
installation of entry features and walkways.  The Township is working with Highway Commissioner 
Picarella on resurfacing the upper and lower parking lots and will be looking to restripe those lots this 
fall as well.   
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Finally this year, the Township will kick off our Veteran’s Monument and Aircraft Renovation project.  
This project will renovate the A7 Corsair on display in the park and establish a Veteran’s Monument 
to honor all veterans from all branches of the armed service whether alive or deceased.  “We have 
secured some funding from the Greater Edwardsville Area Community Foundation and Madison 
County Veteran’s Assistance Commission for the project,” said Supervisor Miles.  “The committee is 
expected to meet within the coming month to approve a site plan and establish a fundraising 
timeline.” 
 
Speaking to the Board, Supervisor Miles concluded, “It’s been a great two years so far, and I am 
looking forward to these and other projects in the coming days and month.  Township Government is 
one of the least understood levels of government.  My plan, which I am sure is also yours, is that we 
will be the best township not only in Madison County, but in all of Illinois.”  
 
Edwardsville Township is comprised of the City of Edwardsville, Village of Glen Carbon and 
unincorporated areas just outside of these two municipalities.    The Township Supervisor’s office is 
located at 300 West Park in Edwardsville and is open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Monday and Friday 
and from 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.   
 

Learn more about Edwardsville Township online at www.edwardsvilletownship.com or contact the 
Township Offices by phone at 618-656-0292.  
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